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Looking at Christmas 
 
 

It is impossible to exhaust in a few lines, the immense feast of Christmas and to fully ex-
press its truth. It is better to discover how Christmas is a gift. The essence of Christmas is the 
most amazing part of the whole story: God gives himself as a gift.  

The gift has a central place in our most beautiful feast. It is a way to teach goodness, and 
an escape from self-centeredness.  Generally, we like gifts that are personalized. Christmas 
emphasizes God’s personal care and attention to us individually. Each of us has received per-
sonal gifts this year. Some have taken on a new assignment. Several have reached their goals. 
Our lives continue to be blessed by the people we are sent to serve. 

We can get lost in the obligation of purchasing gifts for people whom we only know so-
cially. We sometimes are seduced into throwing money at items that are expensive, unneeded, 
and will likely be recycled. Generally people say ‘thank you’ with a polite smile for such gifts 
which will probably lie lifelessly tucked away in a closet. But next to the busy shoppers shuf-
fling between crowded stores are the many people who struggle for their daily bread. To all 
these poor "Christs", offering a welcome becomes necessary for us as Priests of the Sacred 
Heart. 

Christmas is an opportunity to pause, to reflect, and to remember. Christmas reminds us 
of two thousand years of history, and the varied journeys of many who hoped and fought for a 
more dignified life for humanity. 

Christmas should inspire good feelings. But part of life’s story is as cold and harsh as 
snow in winter. We must confront evil and injustice, and be truthful about things exactly as 
they are. Christmas highlights the great wars and the contradictions of our history, but above 
all shows us that we harbor millions of small personal wars. The conflict exists in our com-
munities. The war is in us. We are called to suppress pride, certainties, and dogmas and to 
make room for one another. Christmas is a family celebration. We must not be afraid to leave 
our homes to share with those who have less than us. 
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Jesus, Mary and Joseph are the emblematic image of the many foreigners fleeing for their 
lives. Pope Francis insists, “Love the sojourner therefore; for you were sojourners in the land 
of Egypt” (Deut 10:19). […] the Church nevertheless encourages us to recognize God’s plan. 
She invites us to do this precisely amidst this phenomenon, with the certainty that no one is a 
stranger in the Christian community, which embraces “every nation, tribe, people and tongue” 
(Rev 7:9)1. 

Today so many lose their lives in the trips of hope on ships of shame. Jesus, flesh and 
bone, sinks in the sea on rickety boats, along with these migrants. A huge nativity scene 
moves and disappears into the abyss. 

 In "the six-year program” we wrote: "As sons of Father Dehon, we want to give real an-
swers and real help to the needs and necessities that are produced because of the phenomena 
of migration and globalization of our time2". 

The Jesus of hardship and deprivation continues to suffer at the hands of totalitarian re-
gimes in this world. An immense world of young people looks up wearily and scans the hori-
zon of the future for signs of life and hope. At a critical time when the poor and marginalized 
need a response of solidarity, the process of secularization tends to reduce faith and the 
Church to the private and intimate3. 

Can we as Priests of the Sacred Heart answer the cries of our day? 

Everyone received our six year program for the administration, where we met the figure 
of Abraham: "... a believer who trusts the gift of God, who has the courage to get going, and 
that he himself will become a blessing for men and women (Gen 12:2), and his heirs will be 
as incalculable as the stars of heaven and of the grains of sand in the sea (Gen. 15:5). " 

There are many signs of good will as we look at the gifts given to our Congregation 
throughout the year. Recalling these the facts we learn to discover the bounty of God’s gift. 

We are called to feel the importance of small gifts, especially the gifts that never end. The 
gifts that are lasting are usually the least expensive: a listening that has matured within our 
communities, the prayers shared during both good times and the most difficult times, comfort-
ing words shared, truly being present in difficult situations. The path taken by the entire con-
gregation must be a sign of God’s life within us. This is a task that we freely assume and ask 
everyone to join. 

There are also gifts we hope for and want. We pray for progress for the cause of the beati-
fication of Fr. Dehon. To respond to this desire, we have set up a committee. They have been 
asked to create a specific plan of action, to focus on the theme, and update data required for 
the beatification. The committee has scheduled a plan of meetings, and are working calmly 
and taking concrete steps toward that goal. We pray for vocations and growth for the Congre-
gation. Our statistics show 51 novices, 41 professed, 33 priestly ordinations. Our family in 

1 Message for the world day of migrants and refugees (15 January 2017).  Child Migrants, the Vulnerable and the Voiceless. 
2 The traces of God’s mercy.  Program of the general Administration 2015 – 2021. 
3 Evangelii gaudium, 64. 
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heaven continues to grow as we pray for the 38 brothers who left us this year. We entrust 
them to the goodness of the Father. 

Every gift contrasts with the mentality of having. We must challenge the mentality that to 
"have more and more", is to "be more."  Within the congregation, we are called to a purifica-
tion and to search for what is essential. Focusing on what makes us is not easy. We justify so 
much of our wealth. Everything seems to be necessary, but that which is truly necessary is an 
active community life. To be, what God calls us to be we must invest in having a better com-
munity life. It is perhaps the only possession we can afford to have that doesn’t risk impover-
ishing us. 

We want to make communication within the Congregation significant at both the inter-
personal level, and between entities. We still have a long way to go, but the steps we have 
taken seem to lead us down the right path. During these last months the congregational web-
site has been started as a service that can become wealth for all. The site is full of news from 
collaborators from all the continents. 

The Child that we celebrate at Christmas helps us to understand the gift that warms the 
heart. He brings us this promise: "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20: 35). 
The Holy Year of Mercy has helped us give concrete experience to this idea. Our spirituality 
allows us to appreciate the strength of the gift of mercy that flowed from the heart of Jesus, 
and the treasure given us by Father Dehon. It has been a year full of possibility and undoubt-
edly full of positive results in the lives of the people we approached and in each of our lives 
as well. We became more aware that we know and experience God through a gracious ac-
ceptance of unconditional mercy, love and reconciliation.  

We have committed ourselves to living as a clearer sign of God’s mercy. Let us help one 
another to discover more and more how respond to humanity's failures and poverty.  Our 
Christmas will be, then, a street party, in homes and in the world. 

Best wishes to all, in the Heart of Jesus, and Merry Christmas to all. 

 

 

 
 Fr. Heinrich Wilmer, scj 
 Superior General 
 and his Council 
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