
NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COMMITTEE 
 

February 21 – 22, 2017 Provincialate Office, Franklin, Wisc. 
 

Members Present:  Richard MacDonald (Mac), Karen Mahoney, Peter McKenna,  
Mark Peters, Tony Russo. 

Absent with Regrets:  Louis-Marie Kayamba Butari, Jan de Jong. 
 

1:00 PM TUESDAY FEBRUARY 21 
 

GATHERING PRAYER “We are all God’s people”  
 

o Mac, chair for this meeting, welcomed and convoked the meeting. Members introduced 
themselves and shared hopes/expectations for what is happening with our world. 
Thoughts/images that emerged included: bridges instead of walls, embarrassed this side of 
the border, head to heart to guts and it’s all organic. Border of South Texas is 800 miles. 
Noticed everyday 240 people brought by border patrol to McAllen. Violence is real. 
Tremendous drug problem emerging. Hard to separate what is really TRUE and “alternative 
facts.” Do what is doable. Refugees in Canada are not just Syrian refugees but it seems to be 
our government’s only focus. Impact of the body of Alan Kurdi. Easy and feels good to give 
money but hands and heart are often a different matter. Right now seems very 
overwhelming. Something happens when we talk “face to face.” Inclusion and exclusion. 

o Mac and Peter invited the group to revisit background information:  
- Pastoral Letters:  Stranger No Longer Together On the Journey Of Hope and “I Was a 

Stranger and You Welcomed Me”: Pastoral Letter on Welcoming Refugees   
- CMSM/LCWR Letter to President Trump and Letters of Archbishop Listecki of Milwaukee 

and Cardinal Cupich of Chicago, CMSM re: “JPIC Best Practices for Provincials.” 
o Peter then walked us through the “North American SCJ Response to Migration” as 

presented to the meeting April 2016 Joint Councils, this included viewing the video  
“Priests of the Sacred Heart Immigration” 

o OBJECTIVES of the Migration Committee as stated by John van den Hengel and Ed Kilianski. 
 

 

To further develop the decision of the North American Continental Conference of 2013 to 
give migration priority status for pastoral involvement in North America;  
o To encourage individual members or community groups to become directly and 

personally involved with migrants, refugees, undocumented, etc. in the places where we 
live. 

o To develop concrete action programs for the SCJ communities of North America to 
welcome, assist, accompany migrant and refugee groups at our local level 

o To provide regular concrete information in our internal and external communications 
media regarding issues on migration, migrant workers, refugees 

o To develop a workshop on migration to be included in both the US and Canadian 2017 
Assemblies.  

o To report once a year to the meeting of the North American SCJ Councils about the 
activities of the committee 

o To develop a travel and meeting budget and present it to the meeting of the NORAM 
councils 

 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-hope.cfm
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/justice-and-peace/documents/4318-i-was-a-stranger-and-you-welcomed-me-pastoral-letter-on-welcoming-refugees
http://www.cccb.ca/site/eng/commissions-committees-and-aboriginal-council/national-commissions/justice-and-peace/documents/4318-i-was-a-stranger-and-you-welcomed-me-pastoral-letter-on-welcoming-refugees


o We engaged in a brainstorming as to our response to these objectives and as to how we can 
best represent the SCJ family of North America. 
- Focus on those helping, often fatigued: attention to caregivers. 
- Hold circle of accountability together: membership and leadership: whole Dehonian 

family working together.  
- Collaborating with US Province JPR Commission: Educating, cooperating/join with 

others: Govt., NGO, collaborating and praying. 
- Know what is real. 
- Stories of refugees lead to conversion. Not stats but real people. Stress success stories 

of refugees and share them. E.g. Chocolate makers in Antigonish, Nova Scotia.  
 
HOW WILL WE WORK TOGETHER?  
Name of this committee is designated as “Migration”, and includes seasonal workers, refugees, 
immigrants, permanent residents, people with no secure status/ no documentation, victims of 
human trafficking and all up-rooted people. With discussion, it was decided that we will work 
together in a collaborative model sharing responsibilities in light of each one’s capacity to do 
so. As such, we will engage in a rotation of the chairing and secretarial roles of this committee. 
 
DEHONIAN SPIRITUALITY PAGE  
During the six weeks of Lent, there will be a focus on SCJ social justice sensibility: almsgiving, 
fasting and prayer. Reflections will be on personal experience of being a member of the 
migration committee. MARK has already agreed to write the reflection required for the March 
17 issue. Other writers for the reflections with their due dates are: March 13 with an emphasis 
on Prayer: TONY; March 20 with an emphasis on fasting: PETER; March 27 with an emphasis on 
almsgiving: KAREN. Signatures will indicate person is a member of the Migration Committee.  
 
RELATIONSHIP OF US PROVINCE JPR COMMISSION  
WITH NORTH AMERICAN MIRGATION COMMITTEE  
Mark shared his role as the JPR director and how the members of his commission offer advice 
and support: awareness raising via the website, direct service, solidarity, prayer, and advocacy 
and needed systemic change in the United States.  
 
Members of this Migration Committee affirmed that Mark is a full member of this committee 
and acts as the bridge between the members of the US Province JPR Commission and the 
members of the Migration Committee.  
 
STATEMENTS OF BISHOPS RE: EXECUTIVE ACTIONS ON REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS 
Statements of Bishops for the places where SCJs live and minister were distributed and briefly 
commented on. It was agreed that these Statements are quite significant and call all of us to a 
gospel response to migrants. These Statements should be distributed to SCJs urging them to 
affirm the Bishop for his Statement and if possible, to invite them to reflect upon the Statement 
individually and as a local community for its Call to Action. Still to be determined: when and 
how to distribute Statement(s) to members. Possibility: March 14. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
STORIES OF EVA, MYRIAM AND MARIA 

7:00 pm Tuesday February 21, 2017 Sacred Heart Monastery at the Lake. 
          Present: Five members of Migration Committee, five members of local community   

o MYRIAM (translator) shared her story 

1998 arrived in Michigan, where she studied ESL, received conditional Green Card. 2000 
moved to New York City, married to a U.S citizen became a victim of domestic abuse and 
violence. Fled to Milwaukee. 2006 became involved in Sanctuary Movement, received 
Deportation Order (husband no longer sponsor). Felt that immigration workers treated her 
as just another file to get off the table; not seen as a human being. 2009 granted Green Card 
(without husband sponsorship) via Catholic Services with the help of Barbara Graham. 2012 
became U.S citizen. She wants to do something for others; just to be there and offer hope. 
 

            

o EVA shared her story  

Already before 9/11 2001, husband had been in the U.S for five years. One month before 
9/11, her second son had an accident in which his skin was badly burned with oil and 
required a skin graft. After spending all their savings on treatments in Mexico, Eva became 
aware of free treatments at Shriners Hospitals in the U.S. Her husband arranged for 
“coyotes” to lead them to the U.S. Eva and the four boys age 5, 6, 12 and 15 walked, hid, 
and did what they had to do to make it across. It was beyond difficult! Felt treated as pieces 
of merchandise. Because of the coyote situation, “once you’re here, there’s no way back,” 
and “if I ever knew what I’d have to go through, I would never had tried it.”  They finally 
arrived in Phoenix where they were kept in a trailer waiting for the trailer to be full as well 
as waiting for her husband to send the rest of the money. They waited three weeks; then 
9/11 happened. The “coyotes” wanted more money. Her eldest son was afraid that they 
would be separated and they were. Eva was moved to Las Vegas. The four boys were put on 
two different planes to Chicago. Finally the money arrived. Eva was able to be reunited with 
her family. Eva’s husband was with them for five years when in 2006 immigration officers 
apprehended him at his work site. He was told that he must pay a fee to be released on his 
own cognizance. He did so thinking that when he signed the document and paid the fee, he 
could go home. What he signed was his own deportation papers. 2008 her husband was 
deported and Eva was cheated out of her husband’s pension. After 2008, the 
undocumented community waited for “their great hope” – Obama – but after his first 
hundred days it was clear he wouldn’t be able to do much and in fact began doing more 
deportations than before. Eva then became involved with the NEW SANCTUARY 
MOVEMENT and VOCES DE LA FRONTERA. They have been helping more than anyone, it 
“keeps her going and gives her hope.”   

Al  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9:15 AM WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 22  
  
GATHERING PRAYER: “God of Peace” 
 
DEBRIEFING OF RECEIVING STORIES OF EVA, MYRIAM AND MARIA 

- Profound blessing of Maria: thanks, Mac. 
- Parents will sacrifice anything for their kids.  
- Questions emerged within each of us about Eva’s time in Las Vegas. 
- Stories were marked with fear and how vulnerable each person was. 
- Had faith.  
- Each woman made connections, opened doors, guided, gave hope to others. 
- “Do not just pat me on my shoulder, guide me to someone.” 
- Importance of Sanctuary Movement. 
- Good Samaritan story. 
- THANK YOU, MARK! 

 
DEVELOP INPUT ON MIGRATION FOR THE US AND CANADIAN 2017 ASSEMBLIES.   
 

JUNE 05 – 09: US PROVINCE ASSEMBLY  
After contact with Thi Pham our input on migration will be the morning of Thursday, June 08. 
If possible, input will include:  

- vision: Sister Norma (to be contacted by Mac) 
- letter: Archbishop Listecki (to be invited by Ed Kilianski who will be contacted by Tony) 
- practicalities: Barbara Graham (to be contacted by Mark) 

 

DATE WILL BE DETERMINED FOR THE ASSEMBLY OF REGION OF CANADA  
Peter will clarify whether or not an Assembly will be held. If so, Karen and Peter will ask to be 
included on the agenda with the same methodology on migration as developed for the US 
Province Assembly. 
 

M  Eva may be afraid to go to work, leave the house or drive but at least now she has a number 
to call for support, court accompaniment, etc. She goes to court with other women and offers 
any support she possibly can. “I have been helped and I feel compelled to help others. My 
faith continues to sustain me.” Approaching priests in the Church to talk to them about 
Sanctuary, they will politely listen, but for most priests it is “too political” and they keep their 
distance from the group. Most important thing church could do is “let us come to your 
parishes to tell our stories.” Eva shared that “I feel grateful and proud to be in the United 
States. I feel very protected here. I love the parks, the beauty and if you’re good at 
something, you rise, unlike Mexico where you have to know someone.”   

M     MARIA then called upon God to accompany each of us in our journey in the days ahead. 

 

 

 

M   

 

 



 
 
 
NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COMMITTEE BUDGET FOR FY 2017 AND/OR 2018  
Mac presented a proposed budget. The budget was approved for presentation to the April 2017 
Joint Councils Meeting. Mac will attach a narrative which will include an explanation as to the 
cost of the air travel and a request as to how the budget will be administered. 
 
Members (7): US Province (4), Region of Canada (3) 
Air Travel   $10,000.00  
Other travel   $2,000.00 
Office (mailings, etc.)   $3,000.00 
Printing   $5,000.00 
Speakers (fees, expenses) $3,000.00 
Books    $1,000.00 
Food (Restaurants e.g.) $1,000.00 
 
Total    $25,000.00 
 
 
 
PLACE(S) OF MEETINGS 
When we spend time exploring a plan of action to implement the objectives, we became 
acutely aware of our own conversion of heart occurring when we listened and received the 
stories of migrants. We grappled with how “to encourage individual members or community 
groups to become directly and personally involved with migrants, refugees, undocumented, etc. 
in the places where we live”(Objectives). One of the options is for our committee to hold 
meetings in the ministry sites where we are located and as part of the agenda of that meeting 
to set the stage for the members of the local community to listen and receive the stories of 
migrants in their area. Then, joining with the members of the local community “develop a 
concrete action plan to welcome, assist, accompany migrant and refugee groups at their local 
level” (Objectives).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
TASKS AND TIMELINES  
 

DATE ITEM WHO 

February 27 Stories of Eva/Myriam/Maria for Fridge Notes Mark  

March 03 Minutes of February 21/22 meeting Peter 

Lent Reflections: Dehonian Spirituality Page 
March 17: Mark, March 13: Tony, 
March 20: Peter, March 27: Karen. 

 

March 14  
Leo John Dehon 

Distribution of letters of Bishops  
re: Executive Actions on Refugees/ Migrants  
 

Mark 

April 16 EASTER  

April 24 Meeting of Joint Councils  
Presentation of Action Plan  
Budget/ Narrative  

Mac/ Peter 
 
Mac 

May 09 – 10 Meeting of Migration Committee   

June 05 – 09  US PROVINCE ASSEMBLY 
Contact Sister Norma  
Contact Ed re: invitation to Archbishop Listecki 
Contact Barbara Graham 
REGION OF CANADA ASSEMBLY 
To be determined   
If so, workshop on migration developed  

 
Mac 
Tony 
Mark 
 
Peter 
Karen/ Peter 

June 20 Prayer Service for World Refugee Day Peter 

November 13  
St. Frances Cabrini 

  

 
 
 

 
NEXT MEETING  
(Prior to May 09, we will communicate by email when necessary) 
 

Date and Time: Noon – Tuesday, May 09 – Noon, Wednesday, May 10 
Place: Franklin 
Chair: Tony Russo 
Secretary: Mark Peters 
Coordinator of Transportation/ Accommodations : Tony Russo 
Place of Meeting: Mark Peters 
Prayer: Peter McKenna 
 
EVALUATION AND CLOSING PRAYER “Jesus loves the little children” 
 
GRATITUDE to Quang and members of the Sacred Heart Monastary at the Lake Community  

for AWESOME hospitality! 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  
 

MEMBERS OF NORTH AMERICAN MIGRATION COMMITTEE 
 
 

LOUIS-MARIE KAYAMBA BUTARI 
514-388-7611 
514 653 3693 (cell) 
lmbutari@yahoo.fr   
Birthday:  06/06 

JAN DE JONG 
414-241-1698 (cell) 
 
jdejong343@aol.com  
Birthday:  11/17 

KAREN MAHONEY 
613-761-2493 (cell) 
 
karen.mahoney@rogers.com 
Birthday: 04/03 

TONY RUSSO 
414-517-5759 (cell) 
 
thedonscj@gmail.com  
Birthday:  10/04 

 MARK PETERS 
414-427-4273 (work) 
414-630-0420 (cell) 
justdir@usprovince.org 
Birthday: 04/20 

RICHARD (MAC) MACDONALD 
956-357-5390 (cell) 
 
Macscj@aol.com  
Birthday: 03/18 

PETER MCKENNA 
416-535-1454 (res.) 
416-267-4817 (work) 
jam@becomingneighbours.ca 
Birthday: 07/29 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

o Patrick Kingsley: “The New Odyssey” (recommended by Mark Peters) 
 

o #NoExcuses not to talk about Immigration http://skimmth.is/NoExcusesImmigrationEmail 
(recommended by Jim Schroeder) 
 

o “US Immigration: Waiting for Chaos” Walter Pincus  
(recommended by John Van Den Hengel)  

o “Catholic Legal Immigration Network” Click Here 
 (recommended by Mark Peters) 
 

o US Province JPR Office: Trump Administration's Plans for Deportations Now Clear; 
Meeting with House Speaker Paul Ryan; Standing Rock Protest Camp Shut Down  
Priests Of the Sacred Heart  
 

o Statement of the Bishops of the border between Texas and Northern Mexico 
http://bit.ly/2mwWX2b  February 17, 2017  

mailto:lmbutari@yahoo.fr
mailto:jdejong343@aol.com
mailto:karen.mahoney@rogers.com
mailto:thedonscj@gmail.com
mailto:justdir@usprovince.org
mailto:Macscj@aol.com
mailto:jam@becomingneighbours.ca
http://skimmth.is/NoExcusesImmigrationEmail
http://www.nybooks.com/contributors/walter-pincus/
http://us8.campaign-archive2.com/?u=d1e29c8d7ab34d84237ecd8ee&id=28baf92cf3&e=9d785f756b
http://www.dehoniansocialjustice.com/use-your-voice.html
http://bit.ly/2mwWX2b


 


